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"quite/ said Lothair, l but true enough for conver-
sation/

4 As confidential as the present, I suppose ?' said
Euphrosyne.

1 Yes, when we are grave, as we are inclined to be now/
said Lothair.

* Then, you have been fighting a good deal/ said Madame
Phoebus.

c You are putting me on a court martial, Madame
Phoebus/ said Lothair.

' But we do not know on which side you were/ said
Euphrosyne.

' That is matter of history/ said Lothair, * and that, you
know, is always doubtful.'

'Well, I do not like fighting/ said Madame Phoebus,
' and for my part I never could find out that it did any
good.'

* And what do you like ? ' said Lothair.    * Tell me how
would you pass your life ? '

* Well, much as I do.    I do not know that I want any
change,   except  I  think  I  should  like  it to be  always
summer.'

* And I would have perpetual spring/ said Euphrosyne.

* But, summer or spring, what would be your favourite
pursuit ? '

1 Well, dancing is very nice/ said Madame Phoebus.
' But we cannot always be dancing/ said Lothair.
' Then we would sing/ said Euphrosyne.

* But the time comes when one can neither dance nor
sing/ said Lothair.

* Oh ! then we become part of the audience/ said Madame
Phoebus,   'the  people   for  whoso   amusement  everybody
labours.'

* And enjoy power without responsibility/ said Euphro-
Byno,   ' detect  false  notes  and  mark  awkward gesturea